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(1)Background: God gave Sihon
(Amorites) and Og (Bashan) to the
Israelites.

(2)The Israelites camped on the east
of the Jordan River across Jericho
(around Abel Shittim). (Num 22:1)

(3)Balak, king of Moab, saw the
Israelites defeating the Amorites.
He was terrified of the Israelites

as there were many of them.
(Num 22:2-3)

(4)Balak, king of Moab, summoned
for Balaam. (Num 22: 5)
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How are the Moabites
related to the Israelites?



Who was Balaam?

* A non-lsraelite prophet.
* Little is known about his background and the city he came from, which
was Pethor.



' The King of Moab summons
Balaam. Numbers 22:1-20
(v16-17) They came to Balaam
with this message: ‘King Balak
pleads with you to come. He
~_promises you great honours plus
any payment you ask. Name
\ | your own figure! Only come and
"p" curse these people for us/

But God refused to allow
= | Balaam to go and curse the
/ Israelites. (Num 22:12)

‘:{(" After much persistence from

W King Balak, God relented but
N Balaam may only do what God

Y tells him to do (Num 22:20)



(3) Spiritual Lessons
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WHEN GOD SAYS NO
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How Do |
respond?
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What we should do

(i) God said “No” to Balaam to go to King Balak to curse
the Israelites (Num 22:12).

(ii)) Balaam already had God’s answer not to go to curse the Israelites. But
he persisted because of King Balak’s repeated requests and promise of
rewards. (Num 22:16, 17)

(iii)) Sometimes, we behave like Balaam. God tells us not to do certain
things, but we persist.

(iv) We persist in doing things objected to by God because of self-interest:
there is expectation of wealth, reputation and good things for us.



(v) For example:
 We lie to protect ourselves or others
 We make risky investments out of greed, expecting
high returns
 bad-mouth or put down others to elevate ourselves

(vi) How does God tell us His will in our lives?
* Prayer, the Bible, counsel of godly Christians, guidance of the Spirit, and
circumstances.

(vii) Due to King Balak’s persistence, God allowed Balaam to go to King Balak.
But the result was not favourable to King Balak and Balaam.

(viii) Sometimes, we too persist in what we want to do, in opposition to God. In
which event, we find that we will suffer the consequences of our disobedience.
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(4) Spiritual Lessons
(i) Balaam’s journey was not smooth, as evidenced by the
angel of the Lord obstructing the passage of the donkey.

(ii)) Sometimes, we also must be alert to hindrances and obstructions in what we
have set out to do. These hindrances/obstructions may be indications from
God that our pursuit is against the will of God.

For example: Repeated unsuccessful job applications for a position in a particular

dubious industry may be God’s way of stopping you to work in that industry.

(iii) Eventually, Balaam was killed in a battle against the Midianites. (Num 31:8)

(iv) Persisting against God’s will may end in greater trouble. Examples: adversely
affecting our health, spiritual walk, time with family etc.




r_‘_’;r Balaam's prophecy.
+" Numbers 23:5-23:13

N~

Aé;iﬂ God controlled the
¢ speech of Balaam.

S\ N
b o e
[ 2 - ~
S o -‘..__/
! - . \

PN .
~ Instead of cursing
' the Israelites,
Balaam blessed

them. This angered
Balak.

Eventually, Balak
dismissed Balaam.




* Though God disapproved of Balaam and Balak of Moab cursing the
Israelites, God also did not allow the Israelites to attack Moab.

 Deut 2:9 — God told the Israelites not to provoke the Moabites to war.



(4) Spiritual Lessons

(i) King Balak and Balaam’s objective was defeated.
Instead of cursing the Israelites, the Spirit of God came upon
Balaam and he blessed the Israelites.

God’s blessing shows the sovereignty of God which prevailed over King Balak’s
evil plan for the Israelites.

If we pursue objectives in God’s will, God will help us to overcome any trouble
along the way. Remember that God is in control and source of all our blessings.

Heb 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for He that cometh to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.




Worshipping Baal at Peor. Numbers 25:1-9
(v6-8) At Shittim, the Israelite men began to indulge in sexual immorality with
Moabite women. They also began to worship the gods of the Moabites.

God was angered by the Israelites and punished them with a plague. 24,000
Israelites died.

What is sexual immorality?

Ans: Any sexual activity and thought that happen outside of marriage.



(5) Spiritual Lessons

God judged the immoral Israelite man and the Midianite woman. Their sin:
(i) Sexual immorality
(ii) Idolatry

We must also heed our own sins, for example:

(i) Sexual lust (Matt 5:28-29 - Looking at a woman with lust)
(ii) Pornography: in-flight movies, internet porn.

(iii) Living together without being married

* Social media, movies, novels and the worldly culture
make sleeping together before/outside marriage
acceptable and normal. But this is sexual immorality
and a sin.



1 Corinthians 6:9

I Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

Num 26: The Second Census (the first census was in Numbers 1).



Joshua chosen as
Moses' successor.
Numbers 27:12-23
(v18)

The Lord told
Moses, ‘Go and get
Joshua who has the
Spirit of God in him,
and take him to
Eleazar the priest,
and as all the people
watch, charge him
with the

‘;i.:n. responsibility of

~ leading the people.
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(6) Spiritual Lessons

(i) God appointed Joshua who had the spirit of God in him.

(ii) This would also be evident when Joshua and Caleb were the only two
out of 12 spies who were in favour of going to the Promised Land.

(iii) In our decision to choose spiritual leaders, it must be people with
evidence of the spirit of God in them eg. believers with the fruit of the
Spirit. (Gal 5:22-23).

(iv) How to appoint a new leader?
Be prayerful, observe their conduct and commit the
appointment to God (Num 27:15-20).



(7) In summary, the spiritual lessons:

(i) Seek the Lord’s will when pursuing a task. In particular, when the going
is not smooth:
* Pray,
 Read the bible for wisdom and understanding
* Be led by the Spirit
e Seek counsel from godly believers
 Respond to circumstances

(ii) If the Lord says “No”, it is for our good.

(iii) Keep away from sin
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